
         PERSONAL NEWS FROM KATHY TERRELL 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers,                               8th September, 2016 
 
As your principal, I wish to share some important personal news with students, staff, 
parents and the families at Craigburn Primary School.  
 
I have recently made a very difficult personal decision. As you would be aware, I have 
been on leave in terms 2 and 3, and during that time I have been supporting and caring 
for my partner who has been diagnosed with a significant illness. I have thought long and 
hard about what is important for his future and what is important for my own. After much 
soul searching, I have realized that I need to take further leave and then to retire, so that 
I can be available to continue my support. I am hopeful that medication will enable us to 
share a quality of life.  
 
I am very sad to be leaving this amazing school community. The decision is made all the 
more difficult because I feel so privileged to have had the opportunity to be in the 
principal role at Craigburn. It is an outstanding place to learn and work, and I have 
endeavoured to focus on building high quality relationships as a basis for us, together, to 
achieve the best we possibly can for the learning outcomes of each and everyone of our 
students. This has been the pinnacle of my career as an educator, which has spanned 47 
years with the Department of Education and Child Development.  
 
I am very proud of the progress we have made over the last 3 and a half years. We are a 
“leading edge” school with the most committed and enthusiastic staff. We have increased 
our enrolments by two classes over the last few years and we have built a very strong 
focus on supporting our youngest students with a great start to their learning journey. Our 
learning in the digital domain, in particular, the “one to one iPad program”, is leading the 
way in our system. The children have shown an amazing capacity to learn and shine in 
so many areas, eg. many being highly skilled in the academic, sporting and performing 
arts arenas to name a few. Our recent NAPLAN results have shown very pleasing 
improvements in literacy and numeracy. This is the result of focused learning on the part 
of the staff, as well as parents really supporting their children’s education at Craigburn. 
Thank you.  
 
What a really great school community! The parent involvement at our school is superb 
and this is one very good reason why our children can achieve so well. I wish to say a 
very big thank you to all of our families. When I first arrived, I found out what people were 
wanting to maintain, and the majority of people wanted to ensure that we kept a strong 
“community feel” or family oriented approach. I believe that this has not only been 
maintained but has grown significantly, for example, there is high parent participation on 
many committees. We have something special – parents are wanting to enrol their 
children and we currently have to maintain a waiting list for receptions. For that reason 
alone it is very hard to say farewell.  
 
I wish all of our students, staff and parents much success in the future. I am very 
confident that the school under the current leadership of Paul Luke and Rob Warncken 
will be in very good hands.  
 
Thank you for your support and understanding of my decision. I will be saying a personal 
farewell to the children and the community in the last week of this term.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
Kathy 


